OBL,                             411
when the magistrate requireth, in a cause of faith and chanty, so it he done according to the prophet's teaching, in justice, judgment and truth. Article 39/7&.
OBIT. An office performed at funerals, when the corpse was in the Church and before it was buried: it afterwards came to be the anniversary of the death of a benefactor. Thus, in many of our colleges the Obit or anniversary of the death of the founder is piously observed.
OBLA.TION.    An offering to GOD.    In the office for the Holy Communion we pray GOD to accept our alms and oblations.    The word oblations was added to this prayer for the Church militant here on earth, at the same time that the rubric enjoined, that if there he a communion, " the priest is then," just before this prayer, c< to place upon the table so much bread and wine as he shall think sufficient."    Hence it is clearly evident that by that word we are to understand the elements of'bread and wine, which the priest is to offer solemnly to GOD, as an acknowledgment of His sovereignty over His creatures, and that from henceforth they may be peculiarly His. For in all the Jewish sacrifices of which the people were partakers, the viands or jnaterials of the feast were first made GOD'S by a solemn oblation, and then afterwards eaten by the communicants^, not as man's- hut as GOD'S provision; who by thus entertaining them at His own table, declared HIMSELF reconciled and again in covenant with them.    And therefore our Blessed  SAVIOUR, when HE instituted the Sacrament of His Body and Blood, first gave thanks and blessed the elements, i. e. offered them up to GOD as the LORD of the creatures, as the most ancient Fathers expound that passage ; who for that reason whenever they celebrated the Eucharist, always offered the bread and wine for the communion to GOD upon the altar, by this or some such short- ejaculation, " LORD, we offer THINE own out of what THOU hast bountifully given us."    After which they received them, as it were, from HIM again, in order to convert them into the sacred banquet of the Body and Blood of His dear SON.    Consonant to this, an   the first Common Prayer of King Edward VI. the priest was ordered in this place to set the bread and wine upon the altar. But at the second review.